Z1ion’s Reformed United Church of Christ

Newsletter

January/February, 2010

View From The Top

For the first time in several years, Zion’s did not
experience a decline in membership. We lost two
members, one by letter of transfer to another Con-
gregation, one through translation to the Church
Triumphant. We gained three members by transfer
from other Congregations. We thus experienced a
net gain of one member. This gain of membership
numbers is not, however, reflected in our atten-
dance. We have experienced a continuing decline
in attendance at worship. Some of this can be at-
tributed to the advancing age of our members and
moves into nursing facilities, but I think there is
more to it than that.

When | arrived here in 1982, we were in a reces-
sion. Here 27 years later, we are again in a reces-
sion. Although the circumstances are similar, |
think there is one important difference. In 1982,
the problem in balancing our budget was due to ex-
penses. We were carrying a mortgage on the
Church for a new heating system and various other
repairs. Through determination and putting faith
into action, we paid off the mortgage. For many
years it was easier to balance the budget.

We were fortunate to receive a rather large bequest
from one of our members, this coupled with the
sale of the parsonage because of my move into the
family home, resulted in a nice nest egg. In this
year, especially, we have had to dip into that nest
egg, not just using the interest from the investment
of the fund, but in spending some of the principal
as well.

As we find ourselves in a recession again, | think
the problem for Zion’s is now a matter of income.
One of the largest portions of a Church’s budget is
for the Pastor. My compensation package is well
below the Conference guidelines for someone with
15 years experience, let alone the 30 that | have.
Council has done an excellent job of holding the
line on the budget and the Treasurer has done a
Herculean job of paying the bills. The problem is

we do not have enough income to pay the bills we
have, let alone what the bills should be.

How did we get into this situation? Part of the rea-
son is the recession for which none of us is respon-
sible. However, there are other reasons. The rea-
sons are false assumptions:

1) If we get too big, we will lose our family feel. |
have addressed this assumption before, so | will
not do so again here.

2) People don’t leave home when they grow up, so
they will keep coming to Zion’s. In truth, most
people, when they graduate from high school,
leave home for college, and never come home
again. | am the exception, or perhaps the odd
ball.

3) The economy is always getting better. No com-
ment needed here.

4) People come to Church every Sunday. While
this may have been the case 20 or 30 years ago,
it no longer is as we now live in a 7-day work
week. The Treasurer reports that only 11 enve-
lopes numbers are in the offering every week.
Another reason for this assumption being false
is the following.

5) The Church has no competition on Sunday.
The Church in fact has a lot of competition on
Sunday, ranging from work schedules, to youth
sporting activities that cannot be held at any
other time or any other day than Sunday morn-

ing.

For the first time in my adult life, | feel a sense of
uncertainty. | came to Zion’s to serve. | did not
come here to hold out until something better came
along. At the present rate, however, Zion’s will
close its doors before | can retire. Regardless if
you want me to stay as your Pastor, or you want
Zion’s to remain open with another Pastor, some-
thing has to change.

(cont’d. on Pg. 3)
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Volunteer Schedule
. Altar Care: January - Pauline Binkley
Acolytes: Jan. 3- Roark va_elgart February - Dawn Heinsey
Jan. 10 - Grace Heinsey -
Jan. 17 - Abby Smaltz
; D :
Jan. 24 - Shanna Sweigart cacons
Jan. 31 - Josh Smaltz
; T A
Feb. 7- Roark Sweigart cam ) Team B
Feb. 14 - Grace Heinsey Dawn Heinsey Theresa Dohner
Feb. 21 - Abby Smaltz Dan Mentzer Roberta Smaltz
Feb. 28 - Shanna Sweigart Janice Shirker Pearl Landis
Jesse Pierce Loren Zimmerman

Bell

Ringers: Jan. 3- Shanna Sweigart
Jan. 10 - Matthew Roberts
Jan. 17 - Josh Smaltz
Jan. 24 - Grace Heinsey
Jan. 31- Abby Smaltz
Feb. 7- Shanna Sweigart
Feb. 14 - Matthew Roberts
Feb. 21 - Josh Smaltz
Feb. 28 - Grace Heinsey

2)

Greeters: Jan. 3 - Kathy & Roger Sweigart
Jan. 10 - Sandy & Jerry Butzer
Jan. 17 - Shirley & Elmer Pierce
Jan. 24 - Janice and Russell Shirker
Jan. 31 - Jenni & Ken Grove
Feb. 7- Barbara & Jon Wolf
Feb. 14 - Deb & Kevin Seibert
Feb. 21 - Donna & Bob Rineer
Feb. 28 - Shirl & Mervin Newcomer

Lectors: Jan. 3- Steve Gold
Jan. 10 - Rich Weeber
Jan. 17 - Neal Deibler
Jan. 24 - Roberta Smaltz
Jan. 31 - Dawn Heinsey
Feb. 7 - John Brackbill
Feb. 14 - Joan Good
Feb. 21 - Jim Keesey
Feb. 28 - Russell Shirker

Jan.
Jan.

Jan.

Jan.
Feb.
Feb.

Feb.
Feb.
Feb.

Feb.

7 -
10 -

17 -

18 -
4-
14 -

15 -
17 -
21 -

24 -

Jan. 3- TeamA
Jan. 10- TeamB
Jan. 17- TeamA
Jan. 24- TeamB
Jan. 31- TeamA
Feb. 7- TeamB
Feb. 14- TeamA
Feb. 21- TeamB
Feb. 28- TeamA

Mark Your Calendars

Council Meeting 7:00 P.M.

Second Sunday Sharing - Warmth of
the Son (heating assistance for Eph-
rata Area Social Services) 9:30
A.M.

Elder Care Support Group Meeting
7:00 P.M.

Women’s Guild Meeting 7:00 P.M.
Council Meeting 7:00 P.M.

Second Sunday Sharing - Health
Kits 9:30 A.M.

“Un”decorating the Church follow-
ing 9:30 A.M. service

Women’s Guild Meeting 7:00 P.M.
Ash Wednesday Service 7:30 P.M.

Elder Care Support Group Meeting
7:00 P.M.

Lenten Service 7:00 P.M. Salem
Lutheran Church
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1356 Apple Street Pastor’s Cell: (717) 405-0666
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Worship Service 9:30 A.M.
Sunday School 10:45 A.M.

Senior Pastor Rev. John C. Miller
Director of Music Pat Miller
Steve Gold

Jim Keesey
Jessie Pierce

Consistory: President
Vice President
Secretary

View from the Top
(cont'd. from pg. 1)

Zion’s has to face these false assumptions and be-
gin looking outward. We need to grow, not only to
stay alive, but because that is what a Church is sup-
posed to do. We need to share Zion’s in an active
and intentional way. We need to talk to our friends
and family and invite them to be a part of Zion’s
Church. This will mean that all of us will have to
become concerned about Zion’s future.

At the 100th anniversary of this building we had
the motto, “We’ve come this far by faith,” what is
our motto for the future? “We’ve come far
enough,” “We can’t go any farther,” or “We’re not
finished yet.” 1 have been trying to hold things to-
gether, but | cannot do it by myself. | need you,
Zion’s needs you, to reach out to others and invite
them to Zion’s, while there still is a Zion’s. We
don’t need a master plan. We do need people who
will say, yes, | will work to share Zion’s with new
people. | will invite people to come and worship
here at Zion’s. | will become part of Zion’s future
and not just part of Zion’s past. Who will be one of
these people?

Rev. John Miller’s Congregational Meeting Message 12/2009

Preparing for Lent

On Sunday, February 14, we will meet following
worship to undecorate the Church. The Epiphany
season comes to a close on this date, as Jesus sets
his eyes on Jerusalem. The mood of worship
changes in anticipation of his arrival in Jerusalem
and his subsequent death on Good Friday. To mark
this change of seasons, the greenery and decora-
tions that filled the Sanctuary are removed. We
will join together in lunch following our Lenten
preparations.

Ash Wednesday Service

The second half of the Church year begins with the
season of Lent. The name for this season comes
from the Latin Lento meaning to lengthen, and was
associated with the lengthening of daylight hour
that comes with Spring. Ash Wednesday marks the
beginning of Lent, a time of introspection and
cleansing in preparation for Easter. On Wednes-
day, February 17, Zion’s will begin its Lenten ob-
servation. The service of Holy Communion begins
at 7:30 P.M. The Lenten season is marked by re-
flection and penitence. Come and join Zion’s fam-
ily in the journey to Jerusalem, where the Son of
God will give his life to save us.

Lenten Services with Salem Church

We will be marking the season of Lent with Salem
Church again this year. The services will be at Sa-
lem, each Wednesday in Lent, except for Ash
Wednesday, beginning at 7:00 P.M.
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Welcome to Zion’s

If you have visited us recently or you have received
our newsletter, please know that you are welcome to
join any of the activities that you see. If you have
any questions, regarding times or locations, please
call us at (717) 405-0666.

2010 Council Members

The new and returning church council members are:

TRUSTEES ELDERS
Robert Fisher Jon Wolf
Bob Rineer Donna Rineer
Steve Gold
Jim Keesey
DEACONS
Team A: Team B:
Dawn Heinsey Theresa Dohner
Dan Mentzer Roberta Smaltz
Janice Shirker Pearl Landis
Jessie Pierce Loren Zimmerman

2010 Communion Schedule

January 10, The Baptism of Jesus
February 17, Ash Wednesday
February 21, first Sunday in Lent
March 2
April 1, Maundy Thursday
April 4, Easter
April 25, the feast of St. Mark
May 23, Pentecost
June 13
July 25, the feast of St. James
August 22
September 19
October 3, Worldwide Communion
November 7, All Saints Sunday
November 28, first Sunday in Advent
December 24, Christmas Eve
December 26, the feast of St. Stephen

Second Sunday Sharing

The offering for January will go to Ephrata Area
Social Service’s heating fund. Through this local
agency many people are served through out the
year with many forms of assistance. Our focus
this month will be helping people to keep warm.
Social Services pays area fuel companies for de-
livery of oil, gas and in some cases electric so that
people will not have to choose between heating
and eating. This offering will be collected on Sun-
day, January 10th.

Our February offering will be health Kits distrib-
uted through Church World Services. The follow-
ing items are needed for the health kits:

1 hand towel

1 washcloth

1 comb

1 metal nail file and clipper
1 bar of soap, bath size

1 toothbrush

1 tube toothpaste 4.7 oz. or larger size
6 band aids

Please bring your items and place them on the ta-
ble in the Sanctuary on February 14th. Our Sec-
ond Sunday Sharing helps those close to home and
far away by sharing what God has given us.

Birthday Celebrations

January February
11 - Kevin Seibert 4 - Tim Seibert
12 - Cameron Kwalik 7 - Thomas Pierce

14 - John C. Landis 26 - Shanna Sweigart
17 - Alicia Brackbill

19 - Daisy Landis

27 - Roberta Smaltz

28 - Wendy Kwalik QO
29 - Sandra Butzer W\ ]

30 - Theresa Dohner .

}:(Z’
30 - Robert Showalter \e‘
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Member News

Katie Weeber has completed her bachelor’s of arts
degree in English Creative Writing with a minor in
Music from Franklin and Marshall College. She
hopes to find a job in publishing or editing. With
the dismal job market, however, she has been un-
able to find a job yet. She continues to write arti-
cles for On-Line Publishing who issues the free “50
Plus Senior News”. Katie interned for On-Line
Publishing during the summer and had her first arti-
cles published at that time. Please join in congratu-
lating Katie in this wonderful achievement.

Zion’s Welcomes Neil Deibler

Our newest member should not seem that new.
Neil has been worshipping at Zion’s for some time.
He transferred from Holy Trinity Lutheran Church
in Ephrata. A skilled auto diagnostician, he teaches
auto mechanics for the Lancaster County Career
Technical Centers (known also as “Vo-Tech”). In
addition to singing in the choir, Neil now teaches
the Confirmation class. He is working to complete
his master’s degree in Church education. Wel-
come, Neil!

Anniversary Celebrations

Celebrating anniversaries in
January and February are:

Bob & Marie Fisher - Jan. 13
Sandra & Jerry Butzer - Feb. 8

Leggo’s Corner

Hey Kids,

January means Christmas has come and on January
6, we celebrate the visit of the Wisemen or Magi.
They followed a star that they knew was leading
them to a very special child. They brought gifts
good enough for a king. To find the names of these
gifts, look at each pair of letters and write the letter
of the alphabet that comes between them. For ex-
ample, the letter between A and C is B. (Hint: the
letter between Z and B is A)

E G
Q s
Z B
M O
J L
H J
Y M O
B D
F_H BB
N _ P M &
K_M L N R T
& B X _Z P _
Q s
Q s
G 1
March/April

Newsletter Deadline

Please submit all articles, newsworthy information
or member news by Sunday, February 7th. Please
give all articles or information to Rev. John Miller
or Pam Weeber or send an e-mail to rpwee-
ber@comcast.net. Please include Zion’s name in
the subject line of any e-mails.
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Elder Care Meetings

Zion’s Elder Care meetings resume following the
Christmas break. The January meeting will be on
Sunday the 17" the February meeting on the 21st.
We will be looking at children’s response to grand-
parents with Alzheimer’s. The meetings begin at
7:00 P.M.

Praver Concerns

We list the names of these people in the

bulletin each week for whom prayers

are requested. Some of these names are

familiar; some are family members or

friends of Zion’s. They all are deserv-
ing of our attention and God’s mercy.

Robert Myers; Jenna Larson; Sylvia Showalter;
Mia Fulmer; Bob Lightner; Elmer Pierce; Lucas
Malmer; Robert Showalter; Betty Landis; Tracey
Landis; Robert Smiley; Stacey Ocker; Aiden
Davis; Sgt. Jeff Huttle

2010 Calendar and Bulletin Pictures

The pictures used on the 2010 Zion’s calendar and
the bulletins match this year. All of the pictures
depict scenes from the life of Jesus. Here are the
descriptions of the pictures for January and Febru-
ary.

January: The Adoration of the Magi by Quentin
Massys (ca. 1466-1530). This tempera and oil on
wood measures 40% x 30% inches. It depicts the
visit of the Magi to the child Jesus and serves as the
main image for the Epiphany season.

February: The Transfiguration by Gerard David
(ca 1460-1523). This oil on wood panel painting
was completed in 1520. It depicts Jesus’ transfigu-
ration before the three disciples and marks Jesus
final journey to Jerusalem to suffer and die.




